
Would you like to design buildings?  
Are you looking for fun building 
games? Are you thinking of being  

an architect? Many websites have software and games 
for budding architects and builders. 

SketchUp 
www.sketchup.com
SketchUp is a popular building program on the  
Web. With SketchUp, you can make a house in  
3-D—or even a complete city. There is a free 
version  called SketchUp Make, designed for all 
ages. For more complex modeling, there is a paid, 
professional version. 

“I am building my dream house with SketchUp,” 
says Vienna Wolff (12 years old). “What I like 
about SketchUp is that you can make your 
models in 3-D.” 

In general, Vienna thinks it’s a good program. 
“I really liked using SketchUp, and it looks  
so realistic.”

Vienna has some suggestions on how she 
would improve SketchUp: “I would make more 
tools so I could add see-through windows and 
maybe plants so it would look like real life.”

SketchUp comes with a game. “I enjoyed 
using the game, but I couldn’t zoom in or  
out, and at times this made it difficult,”  
says Vienna.
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O, do you think  my tree house is getting too big?
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Here are some more fun 
sites for young architects 

and builders:

Lego Digital Designer  
ldd.lego.com/en-us

Create 3-D creations with virtual Lego 

bricks. People of all ages enjoy the Lego 

Designer. Its gallery contains tons of virtual 

Lego creations from all over the world. 

3DTin  
www.3dtin.com

This free 3-D editor is easy to use and 

popular in schools. You can use it with  

3-D printers.

archKIDecture  
www.archkidecture.org

Learn more about architecture. You can also 

find fun building projects on the site, such as 

making a sandcastle or a toothpick structure.

The Chicago Architecture Foundation  
www.architecture.org

Chicago is known for its famous buildings.  

It’s where the first skyscraper was built. This  

site helps you find a tour of Chicago and learn  

more about its architecture.

National Building Museum  
www.nbm.org

If you visit Washington, D.C. come to the  

National Building Museum. They have exhibits  

about architecture and design. The website  

offers a video library with clips about famous  

architects and buildings.
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Some students are using SketchUp at school. 
Besides houses and buildings, the program can 
model other objects, such as a car, plane, robot, 
or bridge. You can search through the SketchUp 
Warehouse to see models that are already done. 
You can find a model of almost anything in the 
Warehouse, including a salt molecule.

If you need more ideas, you can also go to 
Google Earth. Zoom in and see how existing 
buildings are designed.

Architect Studio 3D 
www.architectstudio3d.org
With Architect Studio 3D, you learn about 
Frank Lloyd Wright’s style of architecture  
and create buildings in this style. (Read more 
on p. 24.)

Ima gination

Licenced to: 28531442

http://ldd.lego.com/
http://www.3dtin.com/
http://www.3dtin.com/
http://www.archkidecture.org/
http://www.archkidecture.org/wordpress/make-a-sandcastle/
http://www.archkidecture.org/wordpress/building-with-toothpicks/
http://www.nbm.org/
http://www.architectstudio3d.org/AS3d/home.html


e-Scape with O and Aarti

Thomas Byrnes (11 years old) is an enthusiastic user  
of Architect Studio 3D. “It is one of the best architect sites 

I’ve ever used!” says Thomas. “You design houses and  
plans and then you get to walk through your house  

in 3-D.”
Frank Lloyd Wright was also interested in how  

the interior of a house looked. He even designed 
furniture for his houses. Following along Wright’s 
approach, you can design both inside and outside 
the house with Architect Studio 3D. “In Architect 

Studio 3D you can paint, tile, design, furnish, and 
plant plants outside and inside your 3-D house to fit 

your client’s needs,” says Thomas.

Minecraft
minecraft.net 
Everywhere you turn, someone is playing Minecraft, 
whether on a computer, gaming device, tablet, or 
phone. With Minecraft, you build constructions out 
of textured cubes in 3-D.

“You find blocks and then you build houses,  
or castles, or even towns,” says James Blackmore 
(11 years old). “You have so many options. You 
can even make furniture. And you can use 
different styles. You can have a modern-looking 
building or old-fashioned.” James would like to 
change Minecraft so there are spheres and not 
just blocks. 

“I play Minecraft in creative mode where 
you can get all you need to build almost 
anything you want!” says Larissa Byrnes (9 
years old).  Her favorite part of Minecraft: “I 
like that you can ride horses in version 1.7.”

Um, possibly.  

But once you 

start building, 

it’s hard to 

stop!

Ready for a Challenge? 
Use the blank grid above 
to draw a character or 
setting in Minecraft-style 
“blocks”. Hint: Think of 
a face as eight blocks by 
eight blocks. Learn more 
from illustrator Joshua 
Banks in this month’s 
tablet edition. 
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